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Report the activities of  the EARAZA – 

Euro-Asian  Regional Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

(1998 – 2001)
During the reporting period EARAZA passed through the time of hard work which resulted in various achievements in different areas. In 1998, Informational and Advisory Department of the Moscow zoo (EARAZA Informational Centre) was approved as one of the six regional informational centres (ZIC) of EAZA.

In the space of three years the following organisations joined EARAZA: municipal institution “Samara Zoo,” Surgutsky mini-zoo of the city station Club of Young Biologists, governmental Institution for Culture, and Stavropol regional Exotarium. Recently, a first new member from Central Europe, Podkrusnohorsky Zoo (Czech Republic) has joined EARAZA. We greatly acknowledge the work of its director Dr. Rabas and the assistance of the Union of Czech and Slovak Zoological Gardens that organised in 2000 an astounding tour for the staff of the EARAZA member zoos. 

EARAZA representatives (Moscow, Nikolayev, Kharkov, St. Petersburg., etc.) took part in EEP, EAZA and WAZA annual conferences, participated in the annual meeting of PMP for felids, and some other international meetings and workshops. 

EARAZA working group continued studying problems connected with the management o birds of prey in captivity. The recurrent meeting of the group was organised and held in 1999 with the assistance of Almaty zoo.

Traditionally, Annual informational Issues of Euro-Asian Regional Association of Zoos and Aquarium were published. The last issue (volume 19) included information on 85 zoos, aquariums and other zoological institutions in Russia, fourteen countries of the CIS and Baltic regions. The issue has been circulated to EARAZA member zoos as well as to some other Russian and foreign zoos and zoological institutions. Twenty copies of the issue were sent to the Russian Book Chamber for further distribution to central and regional libraries. The Appendixes to the EARAZA Informational Issue containing the List of Wanted/Surplus animals were published and circulated to EARAZA zoos two times a year. Informational and Advisory Department of the Moscow zoo on the annual basis collects information about zoos. The questionnaires on the breeding programs for endangered species kept in the collections of regional zoos are analysed for the further publishing in the volumes of International Zoo Yearbook. Volumes 7, 8, 9 of the year-book “Birds of prey and owls in captivity,” including information on the collections of birds of prey in zoos of Russia, CIS and Baltic countries, have been published. “Proceedings of International Conference ‘City and Zoo” have been issued. The Proceedings based on the materials of the international conference, which was held in Moscow in 1997, were circulated to 128 Russian and foreign zoos. According to the requests from 14 zoos selected materials (about 200 pages) from international periodicals have been translated  and mailed to the zoos.

The coordination of the zoo activities under the breeding programs for the species of animals included in the International and EEP Studbooks has been continued. The data have been collected on 18 species of animals that are kept in the zoos of Russia, CIS and Baltic countries. This information was circulated to the relevant Studbook keepers, as well as to the EARAZA zoos where these species of animals are kept. Processing of the information on the changes in animal collections simultaneously with establishing of the complete database on all the rare species included in the International Studbooks is also underway. As a result, an electronic database for 46 rare and endangered species of animals has been created. EARAZA Executive Office constantly keeps in touch with the relevant Studbook keepers and EEP Co-ordinators regarding any arising problems.

Data on three rare species of animals (Pallas’ cat – Otocolobus manul; Steller`s sea eagle – Haliaeetus pelagicuc; and East Caucasian tur – Capra cylindricornis) are processed and included in European Studbooks, kept at EARAZA member zoos. Materials on the Strategy for leopard conservation in the Russian Far East have been circulated to the member zoos.

The work on publishing proceedings “Scientific Research in Zoos” (issues 9, 10, 11) is continued. An explanatory letter “Regulations on Issuing Licences for the Trade in Wild Animals of the Species Included in the Red Book of the Russian Federation” has been compiled. The letter and relevant normative documents have been sent to the EARAZA member zoos of the Russian Federation. Informational letter on EARAZA activities has been prepared and mailed to all the zoos of the region. The files of informational and advisory materials on Amur Tiger conservation programs together with educational graphic panels, prepared by Sarah Christie (EEP Co-ordinator), have been translated into Russian and sent to EARAZA member zoos that keep the species.

EARAZA informational centre in collaboration with Informational and Advisory Department of Moscow zoo has prepared an updated booklet “The Procedure of Organising Zoo Excursions”. The work has been continued on preparing methodical materials about organising of zoo-guided tours and educational lectures with the review of zoo experience in advisory activities for the last 10 years. The work on editing and updating existing texts of the zoo excursions and lectures will be carried out as well. The new edition of the texts will be published shortly. An updated version of the new edition of “Regulations on Safety and Sanitation for Zoos and Zoological Institutions in Russia” has been prepared.

Clubs of Young Biologists (CYBs) of five EARAZA member zoos took part in the conference dedicated to the 75th anniversary of the Moscow Zoo CYB. Most of the members participated in the Junior Naturalist Competition named after P.A. Manteifel “For the Best Research in the Field of Zoology and Nature Conservation”. The New Regulations on the Competition were circulated to the zoos.

News on Moscow Informational and Advisory Department and EARAZA ZIC is put on the Internet site (www.zoo.ru/moscow); information about other zoos can be found on the site: www.zoo.ru. 

Publishing Activity of EARAZA

The following materials have been published and circulated to EARAZA zoos:

1.  “Regulations on Safety, Sanitation and Veterinary Guidelines on Poisonous Snakes in 

Zoos” (compiled by the staff members of Herpetological Department of Moscow   

zoo);

2.  “Book of the Moscow Zoo Animal Rations”;

3.  Informational letters on the activity of the Theriological Society of the Russian Academy 

   
    of Sciences.

Translated materials:

1.  “Diets for Birds in Captivity” (Kenton C. Lint & Alice Marie Lint, Blandford Press, 1981)

2.  “Infant Diet Notebook” (AZA Animal Health Committee)

3.  “Wildtiere in Menschenhand Saugetiere” (Dipl.-Biol. Wolfgang Puschmann, Berlin,      

  
    1975)

4.  Selected issues of the newsletters “The Shape of Enrichment” (edited by Valerie G. Hair)
5.  Thesis “Aspects of Pheasant Breeding” (E. Galbe; Diploma in Endangered Species 
    Management (DESMAN), University of Kent, 1998)
6.  “Aggressive Behaviour in Captive Born Asiatic Elephants” (M. Meyering)

7.  “Wild Mammals in Captivity; Principles and Techniques” (edited by Devra G. Kleiman, 

                1996)

8. “16 Arberrstagung der Zootierarzte im Deutschprachigen Raum, Leipzig, 1996)

9.  Selected materials on zoo veterinary and breeding of animals in zoos (total of     

    about 400 pages)

10. “EAZA – Information”: (Informational brochure for distribution to public and zoos)

11. “Anaesthesia in Cats”, Chapter 14 (edited by L.W. Hall, Cambridge University) 

12. Veterinary Guidelines of the European Felid Taxon Advisory Group (Dr J. C. Lewis)
Workshops and training courses

EARAZA has organized and assisted in carrying out the following training courses and workshops:

1.  Workshop for accountants and economists from Russian zoos

2.  Seminar on informational and advisory activities in zoos (prepared with the assistance of Leningrad zoo)

3.  Workshop for the staff of aquariums (prepared with the assistance of the departments of herpetology and Ichthyology of Moscow zoo)

4.  Workshop on marine aquariumistics (prepared with the assistance of the departments of invertebrate and Ichthyology of Moscow zoo)

5.  Seminar on the methods and techniques of animal immobilisation for zoo veterinarians

6.  Workshop for the specialists of the departments of mammals of the zoos in Russia, Baltic countries and CIS

7.  Workshop on the aquatic plants for zoo staff members and exhibition “The Plants of Aquarium” (organised with the assistance of Moscow zoo) 

8.  Specialists from EARAZA member zoos attended Russian-American seminar on the wild animal diseases (prepared by the All-Russian Research Institute of Nature Conservation and National Centre for Wild Animal Health (Department of the Interior, USA)

 EARAZA member zoos on the regular basis participate in the exhibition “ZOORUS-2001”. The attendance of 19 representatives of the regional zoos in the workshop on the complex problems of Czech zoos (Lesna u Zlina) was arranged. Within the framework of the workshop the participants visited 11 zoos in Czech Republic. With the support of EARAZA ZIC veterinarians of the regional zoos were able to attend the annual International Congress on veterinary medicine problems of small pets. The Congress was organised by the Association of the Practice Veterinarians in Moscow.

In 2000, EARAZA for the first time was awarded with the grant from the Institute for Sustainable Communities (ISC) which allowed creating of a stationary exposition of invertebrates (“Insecttopia”) at Moscow zoo. The guidebook for the exhibition “ What is Isecttopia?” was published. The experience gained from the grant usage was greatly appreciated and it was considered useful to encourage regional zoos to organise similar expositions.

More than 30 letters with the information on the current situation and suggestions on the improvement of the zoos` functioning have been prepared and circulated to the Moscow city authorities and the Government of Russia. The letters, requesting for special provisions and veterinary regulations for the zoos, and suggestions to the improvement of the zoo staff payment system have been prepared and sent to the Russian Ministry for Culture. 

Informational materials and publications of Moscow zoo and EARAZA have been sent to the exhibition dedicated to the 60th anniversary of Karaganda zoo. Informational and normative documents were circulated to Russian and CIS zoos, as well as to all concerned organisations and individuals. EARAZA Veterinary Group continued its work, focusing on providing regional zoos with medicines and equipment.

EARAZA has managed to locate funds to support the following scientific projects:

”Projects on breeding of birds of pray in captivity”

”Formation and keeping of breeding groups of grouses (Tetraonidae) in captivity”

“Assisted reproduction program” 

”Creation of the captive population of Steller`s sea eagle”

In accordance with the directions of EARAZA conference, general audition of the financial activities of the EARAZA Council and Executive Office has been carried out; some financial offences were revealed. As a result, old membership of the Executive Office had been removed and the decision to change the current bylaw had been made and approved.

Vladimir Spitsin

Chairman of Euro-Asian Regional Association of 

Zoos and Aquariums (EARAZA)

Some results of the Project «Steller’s Sea Eagle»

Moscow State University & EARAZA in 1997-2000

V.B.Masterov
eagle@soil.msu.ru

The final goal of this Project is creation of prerequisites for insurance of long-term survival of the Steller's Sea eagles under future global transformation of their natural habitats. In the period between 1997 and 2000, field studies of the current status of the population of the Steller’s Sea Eagles were carried out in the Lower Amur Region and on Sakhalin with financial support of ERAZA. The total length of survey routes reached 7800 km. In the course of the project implementation, 364 inhabited nesting areas of the Steller’s Sea Eagles were found, 150 fledglings were marked with colour wing tags for determination of their migration routes and wintering grounds, and 23 eaglets were caught for the zoo collections. According our estimates, the population numbers of the Steller’s Sea Eagles inhabiting the Southern coasts of the Sea of Okhotsk Region show negative trends and the numbers of the population tends to decrease. Therefore it is extremely necessary to take prompt preventive actions for their protection. By 2001, captive population included 77 individuals, kept in 31 zoos and nurseries of the world, where 26 birds were born and raised in the captivity. At present time the wild born birds of the captive population of Steller's sea eagle has a really unique genetic variety as almost all birds were removed from the different parents.

The progect “An expearence of educational exposition of invertebrates” in Moscow Zoo.

M.B.Berezin, E.U.Tkatcheva

popovsv@orc.ru

 The Insectarium of the Moscow Zoo has long history. Unique “Educational insectarium”, one of the first in Europe, was established by an outstanding Russian entomologist Boris Scherbakov at the Moscow Zoo  in 1925  and existed until 1936. The new  exhibition of invertebrates “Insecttopia – Land of Insects” was created at the Moscow Zoo by the research team of The Eurasian Regional Association of Zoos and Aquariums (Project  Coordinator Mikhail Berezin) and was funded by the Institute for Sustainable Communities  (Vermont, USA) and the United States Agency for International Development. It was opened 10 November 2000. Presentation of “Insecttopia” marked the 75th anniversary of the first “Educational insectarium”. “Insecttopia” displays astonishing diversity of live insects and other arthropods (approximately 50 species).  Lectures, colorful posters and films about these interesting animals form the basis of the efforts, aimed at  the  conservational education and environmental protection.

